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What is PHP?

·PHP stands for PHP: Hypertext Preprocessor

·PHP is a server-side scripting language, like ASP

·PHP scripts are executed on the server

·PHP supports many databases (MySQL, Informix, 

Oracle, Sybase, Solid, PostgreSQL, Generic ODBC, etc.)

·PHP is an open source software

·PHP is free to download and use



What is a PHP File?

·PHP files can contain text, HTML tags and scripts

·PHP files are returned to the browser as plain HTML

·PHP files have a file extension of ".php", ".php3", or 

".phtml"



Why PHP?

·PHP runs on different platforms (Windows, Linux, Unix, 

etc.)

·PHP is compatible with almost all servers used today 

(Apache, IIS, etc.)

·PHP is FREE to download from the official PHP 

resource: www.php.net

·PHP is easy to learn and runs efficiently on the server 

side

http://www.php.net/


Where to Start?

·To get access to a web server with PHP 
support, you can:

ƁInstall Apache (or IIS) on your own server, install 
PHP, and MySQL

¶Download PHP for free here: 
http://www.php.net/downloads.php

¶Download MySQL for free here: 
http://www.mysql.com/downloads/index.html

¶Download Apache for free here: 
http://httpd.apache.org/download.cgi

ƁOr find a web hosting plan with PHP and MySQL 
support

http://www.php.net/downloads.php
http://www.mysql.com/downloads/index.html
http://httpd.apache.org/download.cgi


WampServer

· WampServer is a Windows web development environment. It 

allows you to create web applications with Apache , PHP and the 

MySQL database . It also comes with PHPMyAdmin to easily 

manage your databases. 

· WampServer installs automatically (installer), and its usage is very 

intuitive. You will be able to tune your server without even touching 

the setting files.

· WampServer is the only packaged solution that will allow you to 

reproduce your production server. Once WampServer is installed, 

you have the possibility to add as many Apache, MySQL and PHP 

releases as you want. 

·http://www.wamp5.com/en/download.php

http://www.wamp5.com/en/download.php
http://www.wamp5.com/en/download.php
http://www.wamp5.com/en/download.php


WampServer

c:\wamp\www

http://localhost 



EditPlusText Editor

· EditPlus is a text editor , HTML editor , PHP editor and Java 

editor for Windows. While it can serve as a good Notepad 

replacement , it also offers many powerful features for Web page 

authors and programmers.



Basic PHP Syntax

· A PHP scripting block always starts with <?phpand ends 
with ?>.

· A PHP file normally contains HTML tags, just like an HTML 
file, and some PHP scripting code.

<html>
<body>

<?php
echo "Hello World";
?>

</body>
</html> 

· Each code line in PHP must end with a semicolon ( ; ).



Comments in PHP

· In PHP, we use // to make a single-line comment or /* and */ to 
make a large comment block.

<html>
<body>

<?php
//This is a comment

/*
This is
a comment
block
*/
?>

</body>
</html> 



Variables in PHP

·Variables are used for storing a values, like text 
strings, numbers or arrays.

·All variables in PHP start with a $ sign symbol.

$var_name = value; 

<?php
$txt="Hello World!";
$x=16;
?> 

·PHP is a Loosely Typed Language



Naming Rules for Variables

·A variable name must start with a letter 
or an underscore "_"

·A variable name can only contain alpha-
numeric characters and underscores (a-z, 
A-Z, 0-9, and _ )

·A variable name should not contain 
spaces. If a variable name is more than 
one word, it should be separated with an 
underscore ($my_string), or with 
capitalization ($myString)



String Variables in PHP

·String variables are used for values that 

contains characters.

<?php

$txt="Hello World";

echo $txt;

?>

Hello World 



The Concatenation Operator

·The concatenation operator (.)is used to 
put two string values together.

<?php

$txt 1="Hello World!";

$txt 2="What a nice day!";

echo $txt 1 . " " . $txt 2;

?>

Hello World! What a nice day!



The strlen() function

·The strlen() function is used to return the length 
of a string.

<?php
echo strlen ("Hello world!");
?> 

12

·The length of a string is often used in loops or 
other functions, when it is important to know 
when the string ends.



The strpos() function

·The strpos() function is used to search for 
character within a string.

·If a match is found, this function will return the 
position of the first match. If no match is found, it 
will return FALSE.

<?php
echo strpos ("Hello 
world!","world");
?>
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